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South Bend Airport Names Incoming Director 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2012, South Bend, IN: A new year; a nearly completed 

new terminal expansion; a new face to lead the future of the South Bend 

Airport (SBN). Following last week’s retirement announcement by long 

serving SBN Executive Director, John Schalliol; the St. Joseph County Airport 

Authority Board met with the County Commissioners today, to introduce the 

newly named leader of the South Bend Airport, Michael Daigle, AAE. Daigle 

has been named Executive Director of the St. Joseph County Airport Authority 

and will take the helm at SBN, following Schalliol’s retirement, on February 

29th, 2012. 

"The Airport Authority has a tremendously positive reputation within the 

aviation community and I am thrilled to be joining such an organization,” 

remarked Daigle. “There have been many successes and laudable 

accomplishments under John's seasoned leadership and I hope to continue to 

lead that level of excellence in the years ahead." 

Daigle brings nearly 35 years of aviation experience with him to SBN, along with a fresh perspective, aimed at 

taking up where John left off and continuing to work to grow the Airport and enhance the air service picture 

within Michiana. 

“The Board of Directors has great confidence in Mike’s ability to lead the airport and to continue the legacy 

that John has begun,” remarked David Sage, Airport Authority Board President. The Airport Board of 

Directors partnered with the renowned aviation executive search firm, ADK Executive Search, to conduct a 

thorough, nation-wide search to find the most qualified person to lead the airport into the future. 

Mike has served as the Deputy Executive Director at Capital Region International Airport, in Lansing 

Michigan since 2007 and prior to that he was the Airport Director in Kalispell Montana and La Crosse 

Wisconsin. Daigle previously served in the Aviation Branch of the US Army, retiring after 20 years of service. 

He also holds a Master of Arts degree in Organizational Management and a Bachelor’s Degree in Aviation. 

In tune with the aviation industry, Mike also has a commercial pilot’s license and is an Accredited Member of 

the American Association of Airport Executives. He and his wife, Marcia, a Michigander, have been married 

for 30 years. They have one son who is currently serving in the US Army and resides in Washington State with 

his wife, Kacee. The Daigles note that they are looking forward to moving to the South Bend region and 

becoming active members of the Michiana community.  

 

About the South Bend Airport 

South Bend Airport’s four air carriers provide non-stop flights to 9 cities: Atlanta, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, 

Las Vegas, Phoenix-Mesa, Minneapolis, Orlando/Sanford, and Tampa Bay/St. Petersburg and connections 

world-wide. South Bend Airport’s multi-modal terminal serves over one million air, rail and bus passengers 

each year. According to the 2007 Economic Impact Report from the Aviation Authority of Indiana, the South 

Bend Airport's total annual economic impact on South Bend and surrounding communities was in excess of 

$433.7 million. SBN’s annual indirect and direct contribution to the Indiana economy is estimated at more 

than $5.2 billion. 

For additional information, please refer to www.FlySBN.com or get social with SBN on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com/FlySBN) and Twitter (@SBNairport) and stay informed about the airport and the carriers 

that serve the Michiana region. 
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